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Evictions are a Racial Justice Crisis

by Helen Matthews

At City Life/Vida Urbana, we
often talk about how the
disparate impact of Boston’s
eviction crisis is the ongoing
shadow of redlining. Coming
out of the Great Depression,
big real estate — and the
policymakers who collaborated
with them — created explicitly
discriminatory  maps to
determine where to lend and
invest in Boston.  They
stigmatized low-income and
majority people of color
areas, marking them as red,
and, as such, places where
mortgages would be denied.

“Redlining was how structural
racism and inequality was
designed into cities. It has
never been undone,” states the
opening panel of the
Undesign the Redline exhibit,
which you can see on display
at the Sam Adams Brewery in
Jamaica Plain through the end
of this year.

Redlining codified a system of
who has access to real estate
wealth and who is excluded
from it in our city. Confronting
the ongoing inertia of this
system is one of our greatest
tasks today. Undoing red-
lining’s long shadow - and
stopping the racist disparate
impact of our current eviction
crisis - will mean lifting the
ban on rent control in

Massachusetts for properties
owned by large landlords.
For most of the past year, City
Life/Vida Urbana has been
working with MIT researcher
David Robinson to understand
patterns of eviction in Boston.
We looked at data pulled from
over 15,000 eviction records
for the three most recent years
for which data are available,
2014 through 2016. The
sobering reality (which is no
surprise to those living on the
frontlines of the displacement
crisis): eviction court filing
rates and execution rates in
private market housing are
highest in areas that are
predominantly communities
of color, particularly majority
Black areas, and areas that are
majority low-income.

We examined the data by
census tract, and these high
rates are true of many tracts in

Dorchester (as well as Rox-
bury, Mattapan, and Hyde
Park). On the flip side, these
rates are lowest in parts of
Boston where the population
is more than 50 percent white.
Even controlling for other
variables such as income and
education, we see a race-
related pattern.

Recently, in Mattapan - one of
Boston’s neighborhoods where
recent private market eviction
rates are highest —City
Life/Vida Urbana supported
two grandmothers whose
corporate landlord hiked their
rents by $700. Down the road
from them at a complex
recently rebranded “SoMA
(South Mattapan) at the T,
we’re supporting another group
of long-time residents whose
large landlord, DSF Group, has
also hiked rents by hundreds of
dollars overnight. In the
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NLG-Mass Chapter Sustainers

In the spring of 2003, the Massachusetts Chapter of the
NLG initiated the Chapter Sustainer Program. Since its

NLG-Mass Chapter Sustainers are NLG members
and friends who make a commitment to support the
NLG Massachusetts Chapter with an annual contri-
bution of $500 or more (not including the NLG mem-
beship dues).

inception, the Program has been very successful and
has been enthusiastically joined by the following NLG

members & friends:

Anonymous e
J.W. Carney e
Jeff Feuer o

Howard Cooper

Kantrovitz e
David Kelston e
Messinger
e Allan Rodgers °
Howard Silverman e

The Sustainer Program is one of the most important
Chapter initiatives to secure its future existence. Please

consider joining the Program.

Patricia Cantor & Jeff Petrucelly e

Roger Geller & Marjorie Suisman e
Lee Goldstein & Mark Stern
Andrei Joseph & Bonnie Tenneriello
Nancy Kelly & John Willshire-Carrera
John Mannheim e
Hank Phillippi Ryan & Jonathan Shapiro
Martin Rosenthal ¢ Anne Sills &
Judy Somberg

Melinda Drew &

Benjie Hiller o
Martin

Jonathan dues)

The NLG Sustainers receive:

+ special listing in the Dinner Program;

+ 1/8 page ad in the Dinner Program;

+ acknowledgement in Mass Dissent;

+ two (2) free raffle tickets for a Holiday Party raffle;
+ invitation to special events.

There are three ways to become a sustainer:
« contribute $500 or more a year (in addition to

+ pair up with another person and pay $250 each, or
+ join the “Guild Circle” and pay $50/month or more.

If you are interested in learning more about the
NLG-Mass Chapter Sustainer Program or if you would
like to become a Sustainer, please contact our office

617-227-7335 or nlgmass-director@igc.org.

at

Evictions are a Racial Justice Crisis

Continued from page 10

trenches fighting Boston’s
displacement crisis, we hear
these stories routinely.

Some corporate landlord interest

groups in  Massachusetts
actually have the gall to try to
appropriate  racial  justice

advocacy, claiming that rent
control is “racist”, arguing that
owners of rent controlled units
in Boston will discriminate
against folks of color. They
have no evidence of this (they
point only to a decades-old
obscure study of Cambridge and
generalized stories in national
media). But when landlords
discriminate in either a rent-

controlled or non-controlled
market, that’s a problem in itself
that must end. Housing is a
basic human need, so everyone
deserves an affordable home.

For the last 47 years, City
Life/Vida Urbana has been
building a widespread grassroots
move-ment to win protections
from unjust rent hikes and stop
the disparate impact of evictions.
It will take more than just rent
control - we’ll need other
protections, such as the right to
counsel, just cause eviction, and
tenants’ right to purchase, among
others - but rent control is a vital
piece of the puzzle. Our

members fighting eviction speak]
out for it every day.

Our research into evictions in|
Boston is happening now, and|
we plan to publish a report of]
our findings this spring. In the
meantime, we invite you to join|
the movement for rent control in|
Boston by signing our Rent]
Control Pledge at www.
reclaimboston.org/rent_control
pledge.

Helen Matthews is the
Communications Coordinator!

with City Life/Vida Urbana.
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... an association dedicated to the need for basic change in

than property interests."

‘ L AWYERS the structure of our political and economic system. We seek
e to unite the lawyers, law students, legal workers and jailhouse

g | lawyers of America in an organization which shall function as

; GUI I_D an effective political and social force in the service of people,

MASS CHAPTER to the end that human rights shall be regarded as more sacred

Preamble to the Constitution of the National Lawyers Guild

to the radical and progressive movements.

41 West St., Suite 700, Boston, MA 02111
or visiting www.nlgmass.org/donate.

(name), am donating $

JOIN UsS!

Dues are calculated on a calendar year basis
(Jan.1-Dec.31) according to your income*:

Jailhouse Lawyers. . . .................. Free
Law Students . . ...................... $25
upto$15000. . ... ... $40
over $15,000 to $20,000. . .............. $50
over $20,000 to $25,000 . .. ............. $75
over $25,000 to $30,000 ... ............. $100
over $30,000 to $40,000 . .. ............. $150
over $40,000 to $50,000 . .. ............. $200
over $50,000 to $60,000 ... ............. $250
over $60,000 to $70,000 . .. ............. $300
over $70,000 to $80,000 . ... ............ $350
over $80,000 to $90,000 ... ............. $400
over $100,000 . ........... ... .. ....... $500

* Any new member who joins after September 1 will be
carried over to the following year. Dues may be paid in full
or in quarterly installments. Dues of $80 cover the basic
membership costs, which include publication and mailing
of Mass Dissent (the Chapter's bi-monthly newsletter),
national and regional dues, and the office and staff.

Please help by donating to the Mass Chapter by sending this form and a check to

NLG-Mass Chapter to help support the fight for the people,

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

The NLG-Mass Chapter provides legal representation and assistance

to the

Fill out and send to:
National Lawyers Guild-Mass Chapter
41 West St., Suite 700, Boston, MA 02111

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE: (w) ()

E-MAIL:

FAX:

Circle one:

Alumna/Alumnus of

Lawyer  Legal Worker ~ Law Student  Jailhouse Lawyer

Year

Dues (from schedule):

| am interested in working on the following projects:
___ Street Law Clinic

____ Mass Defense Committee

___ Litigation Committee
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: Mass Dissent (bi-monthly publication)
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