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NLG, Massachusetts Chapter in 2012

This has been an exciting
and challenging year for our
chapter, as we hope the articles
in this issue of Mass Dissent
will show. Our involvement
with the Occupy Movement,
particularly with Occupy
Boston (OB), has been intense
and continuing, and we, like
other chapters around the
country, have essentially
served as counsel to the movement. As Jeff Feuer writes in
this issue, our Chapter’s Mass
Defense Committee is gearing
up now for the trials of 26 of
the arrested OB activists
whose cases from the end of
2011 still await disposition.
We also continue in our role as
unofficial legal advisors to the
movement on issues that go
beyond representing protestors.
All of our committee
work has continued this year,
and we include articles on
our Litigation Committee
work by the Committee
Intern Kristen Wekony
(four cases are pending, and
we could file several more
with additional attorney support); on our longstanding

and important Street Law
Clinic project by Yasmeen
Peer; on four of seven NLG
student law school chapters Boston College, Harvard,
Northeastern, and Suffolk;
and on our monthly happy
hour get-togethers - “NLG
Presents...” and Mentorship
- by Bonnie Tenneriello and
Urszula Masny-Latos.
This year was the 75th
anniversary of the National
Lawyers Guild, and the
October NLG National
Convention in Pasadena,
California, showed all of us
just how integral Guild members are to many of the
important struggles both in
this country and abroad.
First-time
convention
attendee Hannah Adams, a
first year Northeastern Law
student, writes about the conference
–
where
Northeastern’s
Margaret
Burnham was a prominent
honoree and Angela Davis
was the keynote speaker.
There is much we are
doing that we have not had
room to write about in this
Continued on page 4
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Join a Guild Committee

S treet Law Cl i ni c Project: The Street Law Clinic project provides
workshops for Massachusetts organizations that address legal needs of
various communities. Legal education workshops on 4th Amendment
Rights (Stop & Search), Landlord/Tenant Disputes, Workers’ Rights,
Civil Disobedience Defense, Bankruptcy Law, Foreclosure Prevention
Law, and Immigration Law are held at community organizations, youth
centers, labor unions, shelters, and pre-release centers. If you are a Guild
attorney, law student, or legal worker interested in leading a workshop,
please contact the project at 617-723-4330 or nlgmass-slc@igc.org.
Lawyer Referral Service Panel (LRS): Members of the panel provide
legal services at reasonable rates. Referral Service Administrative/Oversight
Committee members: Neil Berman, Neil Burns, Joshua Goldstein, Jeremy
Robin, and Azizah Yasin. For more information, contact the Referral Service
Coordinator at 617-227-7008 or nlgmass@igc.org.

Forecl osure Preventi on Task Force: Created in June 2008, the
Task Force’s goal is threefold: (1) advocate for policies that address
issues that homeowners and tenants of foreclosed houses face, (2) to provide legal assistance to these homeowners and tenants, and (3) to conduct
legal clinics for them. If you are interested in working with the Task
Force, please call the office at 617-227-7335.

Mass Defense Commi ttee:
Consists of two sub-committees: (1)
“Legal Observers” (students, lawyers, activists) who are trained to serve
as legal observers at political demonstrations and (2) “Mass Defense
Team” (criminal defense attorneys) who represent activists arrested for
political activism. To get involved, please contact the office at 617-2277335.
Li ti gati on Commi ttee: Established in 2010, the Committee brings
civil lawsuits against large institutions (such as government agencies,
law enforcement, banks, financial institutions, and/or large corporations)
that engage in repressive or predatory actions that affect large numbers of
people and that serve to perpetuate social, racial and/or economic injustice or inequality. To get involved, please contact the Guild office.

NLG Nati onal Immi grati on Project: Works to defend and extend
the human and civil rights of all immigrants, both documented and
undocumented. The Committee works in coalitions with community
groups to organize support for immigrant rights in the face of right-wing
political attacks. For more information contact the NLG National
Immigration Project at 617-227-9727.
NLG Mi l i tary Law Task Force:
Provides legal advice and assistance to those in the military and to others, especially members of the
GIRights Hotline, who are counseling military personnel on their rights.
It also provides legal support and helps to find local legal referrals when
needed. For advice and information, GI’s can call 877-447-4487. To get
involved, please contact Neil Berman (njberman2@juno.com) or
Marguerite Helen (mugsm@mindspring.com).

Mass Dissent
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NLG HAPPY HOURS

GUILD NEWS

We
hope you will join us for this month’s NLG Happy
Hour. On the second Wednesday of each month, we
rotate “Mentorship” Happy Hour with “NLG Presents...”.
Please see below about this month’s event and on
page 4 - a report and pictures from the last gathering.
If you have an idea for a presentation topic or if you
would like to be a speaker, please call the Guild office
at 617-227-7335.

Street Law Clinic Report

The following clinics and trainings were conducted for members of Boston area community organizations and agencies:

November 6:
Legal Observing at antiRomney rally organized by immigrant rights
organizations, by Drake Jones and Rahel
Sommer-Hays.
November 16: Workers’ Rights training for
law students at Harvard Law School, by Mark
Stern.

SAVE THE DATE

Lawrence and Goodridge
at 10
Friday, April 5, 2013
Suffolk Law School

The Chapter co-sponsors a conference
reflecting on a decade since the landmark
decisions of Lawrence v. Texas and
Goodridge v. Massachusetts Department
of Health.

NLG HOLIDAY PARTY

You
are invited to the NLG Annual Holiday Party, December
7, 5:30 pm, at Stern, Shapiro, Weissberg & Garin (90
Canal St., 5th Fl., Boston). The evening will be filled
with fun, great food and wine, great people, and raffle
drawing which this year will offer amazing prizes (a day
of cross country skiing, kayaking, spa treatment, dinners, theater tickets, and more). To buy raffle tickets,
please call the Guild office at 617-227-7335.

“NLG Presents” Happy Hour

“JUST CAUSE: A UNION GUIDE TO
WINNING DISCIPLINE CASES”
an evening with

Robert M. Schwartz

Wednesday, January 9, 2013
6:00 - 8:00 pm
Red Hat Cafe (9 Bowdoin St., Boston)

Join us to hear longtime Guild attorney and labor
lawyer Robert M. Schwartz talk about his newly
published book on union rights entitled “Just
Cause: A Union Guide To Winning Discipline
Cases.” The book modifies the well-known
"Seven tests of just cause" issued by Arbitrator
Carroll R. Daugherty in the 1960s.
As with others in his popular series of union
legal handbooks (over 1.2 million copies sold
over the past 20 years), “Just Cause” is copiously
sourced and is illustrated by local cartoonist Nick
Thorkelson. (Copies of the book will be available
for $20.)

ARTICLES FOR MASS DISSENT

The February issue of Mass Dissent will focus on criminal justice in Massachusetts.

If you are interested in submitting an article, essay, analysis, or art work (cartoons, pictures) related to the topic,
please e-mail your work to nlgmass-director@igc.org.
The deadline for articles is January 15.

December 2012
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NLG Massachusetts Chapter in 2012

Continued from page 1

issue, including:
• Our Advisory Committee
work, where community
activists meet quarterly with
NLG lawyers and legal workers
to educate ourselves on each
others’ work and discuss how
we can work together effectively. Committee participants this
year have included BDS
(Boycott, Divest, Sanctions),
the Brazilian Immigrant Center,
Boston Workers’ Alliance, City
Life/Vida Urbana, Community
Church, the Massachusetts
Transgender Political Coalition,
Occupy Boston, and Student
Immigration Movement.
• Our Lawyer Referral
Service which provides affordable legal assistance to low and
moderate income people.
• Our participation in and
sponsorship of panels and
presentations, which have
included panels on the Boston

Prof. Michael Avery (center) introduces JJ Rosenbaum (under the screen) from New
Orleans at a presentation at Suffolk Law School.
(Photo by Amy Willis)

Regional Intelligence Center
(and fusion centers and police
spying in general), on the
importance of lititation to produce policy change, and on
immigration law at the Boston
Latino International Film
Festival.
Finally, a matter more
challenging than inspiring –
our finances. Our membership
remains stable (at last count
283 dues-paying members,
173 non-paying jailhouse
lawyers), as is our Sustainers

2012 Fall Appreciation Event for the NLG Sustainers. Pictured here sustainers (l.-r.):
Marjorie Suissman, Mark Stern, Judy Somberg, David Kelston, Michael Avery, Roger
Geller, Jonathan Messinger (guest), Marty Rosenthal, Urszula Masny-Latos (organizer),
Rob Doyle.
(Photo by Deborah Kuhn)
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Program - so important to our
finances - with 29 current
members; however, for the second year in a row we will operate at a deficit – despite the
fact that this year’s “Annual
Gala” at Villa Victoria was
wonderful and a financial success. There is seemingly less
grant money available for us,
more dues-paying members
whose practices face leaner
times, and other factors that
have tightened our finances.
This year, as last, we can make
the deficit up from savings, but
deficit spending is not a longterm possibility for us. So, for
all of you who appreciate what
our chapter does, and the larger role of the National
Lawyers Guild, you will soon
receive your membership and
sustainer renewal letters.
Please, dig deep.
- David Kelston Mass Chapter Chair
Page 4
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by Jeff Feuer

A

NLG Mass Defense Committee 2012

s in previous years, our local
chapter’s Mass Defense
Committee (MDC) has been quite
active throughout 2012 supporting the growing nationwide antiforeclosure movement, fighting
the disproportionate MBTA fare
increases for disabled and low
income residents, and continuing
our defense of participants in the
Occupy movement. The antiforeclosure movement has been
spearheaded
nationally
by
Boston’s own City Life/vida
Urbana (CLvU), whose sword
(bank protests, eviction blockades, boycotts, and publicity
campaigns) and shield (legislation, litigation, and forming Bank
Tenant Associations) strategy has
spawned similar organizations in
eight other cities in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, as
well as in cities including
Oakland, Chicago and Seattle.
The MDC has continued to support the actions of CLvU and its
sister groups in trying to prevent
families from being unfairly evicted from their homes by conducting trainings for Legal Observers
and in Civil Disobedience issues
and by defending activists arrested during eviction blockades in
Boston,
Malden,
Quincy,
Brockton and elsewhere in eastern Massachusetts. In most
cases, the volunteer Guild
lawyers have been able to get the
criminal charges dismissed outright or converted to civil infractions with the payment of a small
fine. The MDC has made a commitment to providing pro bono
criminal defense representation
to all participants in organized
anti-foreclosure/eviction blockade
actions.
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In the Spring of 2012, the concerning the government’s
MDC helped to train and support response to the Occupy movement.
wheelchair bound activists who Through the jury trials, the OB defenblocked the street in front of the State dants and the lawyers of the MDC
House in Boston as a protest against working together hope to reveal and
the 100% increase in fares to which publicize the government’s violations
disabled users of the MBTA were of the constitutional rights of assembeing subjected. The MDC also bly and free speech which were at
worked closely with the T-Riders the heart of the Occupy movement.
Union in planning and carrying out
The MDC continues to train and
non-violent confrontations with
the
MBTA
Advisory Board
concerning the
fare increases.
The MDC
has also been
w o r k i n g
throughout the
year with 26
activists who
were arrested at
various times in
October
and
D e c e m b e r , NLG Legal Observers in front of the State House at a Spring action against
2011, while par- increases in MBTA fares.
ticipating in the
Occupy Boston movement. For provide legal observers for a variety
many of the other OB participants of progressive political events and
who were arrested, the MDC has demonstrations throughout the state,
successfully gotten their charges dis- whenever we are requested to do so
missed or discharged with either a by activists and progressive groups.
minimal fine or a brief pre-trial proba- In addition to providing legal
tion period. The OB defendants who observers for demonstrations, MDC
did not want to accept a deal have lawyers provide free clinics on legal
been preparing for more than a year rights/civil disobedience to groups
now for jury trials on the charges and individuals who are planning on
against them ranging from disorderly engaging in direct political action that
conduct to resisting arrest.
could result in arrests.
The volunteer Guild attorneys
Currently active members of
and law students on the MDC have the MDC include Susan Church,
been diligently fighting in court to Andrew Fischer, Kevin Barron,
obtain relevant discovery of the doc- Myong Joun, Dan Beck, Ken
uments, videos and photographs of Diesenhof, Jeff Feuer, Lee
the police surveillance and actions Goldstein, Benjie Hiller, Doug
taken against the Occupy Boston Babcock, Matt Lallier, Beverly
movement. The MDC has been Chorbajian, and Neil Berman.
quite successful in discovery
motions, and the D.A.’s office has Jeff Feuer coordinates the NLG
turned over a great deal of material Mass Defense Committee.

Mass Dissent
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by Kristen Wekony

S

NLG Litigation Committee

ince we formed the Litigation
Committee in the spring of
2011, we have been actively
involved in pursuing cases that
promote social, political, and economic justice on the local level.
We have had a successful year,
effecting change in areas ranging
from prisoners’ rights in Essex
County to the unjust and alarming
practices of the Boston Police
Department affecting the rights of
tenants in foreclosed properties
in the state of Massachusetts. In
addition, we are looking forward
to developing a series of new
projects in the coming year
around similar goals.
For one of our first initiatives,
the Litigation Committee, along
with the American Civil Liberties
Union of Massachusetts, initiated
an action against the Boston
Police
Department,
which
brought into question the activities of its “Boston Regional
Intelligence Center” (BRIC).
BRIC is a regional domestic surveillance center designed to
investigate potentially terrorist
activity. As a result of this lawsuit,
we have uncovered documents
and video footage demonstrating
the unsettling extent to which the
Boston
Police
Department,
through BRIC, has been routinely
monitoring, spying, and reporting
on ordinary citizens who are
engaging in peaceful demonstrations. We published a report
summarizing our findings on
October 18, 2012, and we have
also sent a letter to Boston Police
Commissioner Ed Davis demanding that the police department
immediately stop monitoring
peaceful activists and organizations.

December 2012

Then in October 2011, in collaboration with Prisoner Legal
Services, we initiated a class
action case against the Sheriff of
Essex County for charging
improper fees to inmates for routine medical screening. As a
result, we are happy to report that
the Essex County Sheriff has
stopped charging the fees. In
addition,
the
sheriff
has
expressed his intention to settle
the case and return the fees to
the affected individuals that can
be identified.
Finally, the Massachusetts
Chapter attorneys are currently
representing two tenants living in
foreclosed properties who were
at one time at risk of eviction from
their homes. We have successfully defeated the eviction actions
against them due to Fannie
Mae’s failure to follow proper procedure under M.G.L. ch. 186A,
which establishes rights for tenants in foreclosed properties.
Each violation of this statute is
subject to a $5,000 penalty, but
this penalty has never been
enforced. These cases were no
exception. In response, we have
submitted motions to reconsider
the decisions in both of these
cases and will argue that the
penalty should not only be
imposed by the Housing Court,
but should be awarded to the tenants directly. Uniform enforcement of this penalty will effectively deter banks from improperly
evicting individuals and will provide monetary relief to the innocent victims of these violations.
Looking to the future, the
Litigation Committee is investigating several new projects. First,
we are researching the possibility
of challenging marriage as an
institution that promotes the
inequitable distribution of key

Mass Dissent

public benefits and rights. For
example, the federal government
has identified 1,138 federal statutory provisions that use marital
status as a determinative factor in
qualifying for federal rights and
benefits. This alone raises a
number of issues for the unmarried, including Social Security
survivorship rights, income tax
deductions and credits, and the
right to care for a loved one under
the Family and Medical Leave
Act. Second, we are examining a
potential lawsuit against a residential management company
that operates across the state of
Massachusetts and has been
engaging in what we believe are
unfair and deceptive practices.
The company has routinely used
“bait and switch” advertising tactics to lock potential tenants into
high-rent apartments and has a
reputation of extremely aggressive eviction practices. Third, we
are examining the portrayal of
Occupy Boston protestors in local
news media, and in particular,
whether peaceful protestors were
depicted as violent or dangerous.
Finally, we are considering bringing an action on behalf of female
prisoners, challenging the disturbing practice of shackling
inmates during labor.
The Litigation Committee has
had an active year and is looking
forward to developing new projects in the year to come. Thank
you to all of our members and
supporters!

Kristen Wekony is 3rd year law
student at Boston University, and
this year she has been an intern
with
the
NLG
LItigation
Committee.
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by Yasmeen Peer

T

Street Law Clinic Project

he Street Law Clinic Project
brings the notion ‘knowledge
is power’ to life through conducting workshops (trainings and clinics) on various legal issues and
through sharing legal information
with those who need it most, who
often have no way to access it, to
empower them in their daily lives.
The Project has a simple
structure: NLG attorneys train law
students to conduct clinics, and
then trained students, accompanied by supervising attorneys, go
to various community organizations and provide legal clinics.
This year, we’ve offered seven
clinics: Stop & Search, Workers’
Rights, Tenant/Landlord Dispute,
Immigration Law, Foreclosure/
Eviction Prevention, Bankruptcy
Law/Consumer Protection, and
Civil Disobedience Defense.
Last spring semester was
busy and filled with many SLC
events. Jeff Feuer trained law
students at Boston University in
Foreclosure Prevention; Mark
Stern - at Northeastern University
in Workers’ Rights; and Makis
Antzoulatos - at New England in
Stop & Search. We also conducted a number of clinics and workshops for various community
groups and campaigns: Anthony
Keber provided an Immigration
Law
clinic
at
Cambridge
Community Services.
Hillary
Farber, Jeff Feuer, and Urszula
Masny-Latos conducted several
Civil Disobedience and Legal
Observer workshops for Occupy
Boston, Occupy UMass Boston,
Camp Charlie, and Occupy
Charlie; Bradford Adams (law student at Harvard), Jeff Feuer, and
Benjie Hiller conducted a Legal
Observer Training in preparation
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for a protest in Boston against the
MBTA fare hikes; Carl Williams
conducted a Stop and Search
Clinic for the NAACP and the
Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights; and Jeff Feuer conducted
a Civil Disobedience workshop in
Boston for participants in the antiNATO Summit in Chicago.
The SLC usually breaks for
the summer as a result of the law
students finally enjoying time
away from law school - a brief liberation from studying most of the
time and respite from endless todo lists.
Despite commencing later in
the fall than usual, trainings and
clinics have been happening
throughout the Boston area. In
September, three Stop & Search
Clinics were conducted; at the
NAACP in Boston, by Carl
Williams, and two in Taunton both
conducted by Hillary Farber and
Benjamin Evans, one for the AntiWar Coalition, the other for Our
City Speaks - a civil rights organization. Later in the fall, law professor Melinda Drew conducted a
Legal Observer Training for
Northeastern law students which
was well attended, and it inspired
a lot of excitement and fresh
commitment to the SLC and more
generally to the NLG among the
NUSL 1Ls in attendance, and
reinvigorated 2L and 3Ls who
had been patiently awaiting training to be a Legal Observer; Mark
Stern conducted a Workers’
Rights training at New England
School of Law that was widely
attended and well received (in
fact, the training’s success is
reflected by the emails the SLC
received the day after the training
from NESL students who attended the training eager to volunteer
and conduct upcoming Workers’
Rights clinics); Mark Stern also

Mass Dissent

conducted a Workers’ Rights
training for law students at
Harvard.
At press time, we’ve been
finalizing a Stop & Search training
at Northeastern and several clinics in December, among them a
Tenant/ Landlord Dispute clinic at
St. Ambrose Family Inn.
We sincerely thank everyone
who is part of our growing network of attorneys, law students,
and community organizations
who are involved in the Street
Law Clinic project. However, the
project would benefit from more
NLG members participating. We
invite all legal workers, attorneys,
law students, and community
organizations to join us in the
important and critical task of
increasing access to legal information for those who traditionally
and historically have been
pushed aside.
We hope to hear from you.
Everyone involved in the project
benefits from working with us,
either as providers or as clinic
attendees. Please contact us at
nlgmass-slc@igc.org or call us at
617-723-4330.

Yasmeen Peer is a 2nd year law
student at Northeastern and the
SLC coordinator.
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NLG Student Chapters Reports

BOSTON COLLEGE:
by Isaak Kalish
In the past year, the Boston
College National Lawyers Guild
chapter has expanded its profile
on campus and served as an outlet for progressive students in the
wake of Occupy. Our branch was
re-founded only a couple of years
ago by James Racine and Jay
Diaz, who saw the lack of a forum
for BC Law students to confront
the issues of systematic economic, gender and racial injustice
within the legal system that we
are rarely taught to approach critically. Since then, our chapter
has grown with students from
diverse backgrounds, and our
biggest projects lay ahead.
Operating on a shoestring
budget, BC NLG still managed to
pull off a number of events this
year not only to get students
interested in the National
Lawyers Guild but to get them to
leave the dreary academic confines of law school assignments
for a moment and join with others
in ongoing struggles for social
justice. Beginning in fall of last
year, our branch hosted a legal
observer training, mainly to assist
Occupy Boston members who
were being constantly harassed,
arrested and surveilled by police.
In the spring semester, we managed to put together a coalition of
groups and pulled together our
resources to send a large delegation to the Rebellious Lawyering
Conference (RebLaw) at Yale
University. Our members there
got to connect with law students
and others from places all over
the United States and learn about
how they can fight in struggles of
environmental justice, mass
incarceration, and movements to
recognize the basic human rights
of immigrant workers. After we
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returned and held a discussion to
“decompress,” we quickly noticed
that for a lot of us seeing hundreds of other law students and
others dedicated to their causes
at RebLaw was refreshing, and
also that many students were
exposed to issues of injustice
they weren’t aware of before.
It’s been our goal for the
coming year to keep feeding this
new energy and dedication
among our membership and push
toward initiatives to educate ourselves and assist the community.
In the next year, we hope to participate with the Massachusetts
NLG chapter in street law clinics
on stop and frisk policing, host
speaking events on issues like
the expanding ‘“homeland security” surveillance state with the
NLG Litigation Committee, and to
hold regular lunch time talks
about current flashpoints of
inequality and injustice in the law.

HARVARD:
by Roxana Rahmani
The Harvard Law chapter of
the NLG is working to build a larger and more dynamic chapter this
year. We plan to host several
street law clinics this fall and
upcoming spring semester, and
have speaker panels in the
pipeline related to, among other
topics, the public interest establishment.
In conjunction with Unbound:
The Harvard Journal of the Legal
Left, we are working to solicit article submissions addressing “the
Occupy movement and the law”
for publication in a special
Occupy issue of the journal. The
articles will focus on activists
(“the law of the camp”) and the
legal support (“the law and the
camp”). We are helping to connect with Guild members across
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the country who have been
involved in either or both capacities.
This year, Harvard NLG will
also be the institutional home of
Firmly Refuse, a campaign that
calls out the law school as a corporate defense pipeline and to
bring justice back to legal education. The campaign will continue
to critique law school and the
legal profession through events,
flyers, and posters, many of
which will attempt to critically narrate the 1L experience at Harvard
Law School. Firmly Refuse has
already expanded to Berkeley
Law, and Harvard NLG hopes to
similarly collaborate with other
schools in Boston and across the
country. Please support and follow
our
activities
at
firmlyrefuse.tumblr.com.

NORTHEASTERN:
by Tasha Kates
At Northeastern, Momentum
Beyond the Podium!
Law school teaches students
how to understand legal reasoning and the law, but students at
Northeastern University School of
Law's NLG chapter have extended those lessons beyond the
classroom.
For the last three years,
Northeastern NLG students have
gravitated toward critical legal
studies to supplement their classroom lessons. These student-created sessions have introduced
new groups of students to everything from critical race theory to a
different perspective on Torts.
The NLG chapter's interest in
critical legal studies began as
recently as 2010, when a group
of 1Ls sought a more accessible
and understandable way of
teaching and learning the law.
Continued on page 11
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“NLG Presents...” Happy Hour:
“Social” Justice Work

by Bonnie Tennerielllo

Putting the “social” back in social justice, every
other month, Chapter members gather for "NLG
Presents..." Happy Hour to discuss policy work and
litigation over snacks and (optional) drinks at the
Red Hat Cafe on Beacon Hill. In 2012, the guest
speakers covered a wide range of topics, always
followed by a lively discussion.

• March: The Guild was part of an effort to
roll back or reduce the harm from “ 3 Strikes” sentencing legislation, which imposed harsher penalties for “habitual offenders.” Barb Dougan of
Families Against Mandatory Minimum; Tatum
Pritchard of Prisoners Legal Services, and
Jamarhl Crawford of the Blackstonian and
Occupy the Hood, discussed the issues and the
strategies.
• June: Judy Somberg led a discussion
about the history of United States intervention in El
Salvador and the role that the U.S. may have
played in the recent elections there. Judy had led
a group of eight NLG members to observe the
March 2012 legislative elections and recounted
their experiences.
• October:
Members of the Chapter’s
Litigation Committee, Jeff Feuer, David Kelston,
Urszula Masny-Latos, Jonathan Messinger, and
Kristen Wekony (BU law intern), discussed the
Committee’s work, including a lawsuit that has disclosed abusive police surveillance activities
through documents from the Boston Regional
Intelligence Center (BRIC) and Boston Police
Department (as widely reported by the media a
week later), two lawsuits to keep tenants in foreclosed homes, a lawsuit to stop Essex County
Sheriff charging prisoners medial fees, and other
promising areas for future litigation.

Stay tuned in 2013 for more sessions at the Red
Hat Cafe, and please contact Judy Somberg
(judy_somberg@igc.org) or Bonnie Tenneriello
(bonniet4@gmail.com) if you have a suggestion for
a future topic or speaker (including yourself!)

Bonnie Tenneriello, together with Judy
Somberg, coordinates the “NLG Presents”
program.
December 2012

Mentorshp Happy Hour

by Urszula Masny-Latos

Alternating with “NLG Presents...,” the Chapter
holds mentorship gatherings for law students and
new attorneys and legal workers to meet other
Guild members and engage in a conversation on
legal topics that are of interest to students and legal
professionals new to the trade. The conversations
are led by NLG members who bring to the table
their expertise, experience, and passion.
In 2012, we hosted the following presentations:

• February: NLG criminal defense attorneys, who choose different paths for their legal
work, led a conversation on “Careers in Criminal
Defense Law.” Laura Alfring talked about her
work with Committee for Public Counsel Services
Youth Advocacy Department, Makis Antzoulatos
discussed his work as a public defender with
CPCS, Susan Church shared her thoughts on how
to open and maintain a successful criminal defense
law office, and Hillary Farber discussed an option
of joining legal academia and teaching law.
• April: Heather Ward (2008 law graduate,
practicing family and consumer protection law) and
David Conforto (2005 graduate, practicing
employment law) gave a step-by-step presentation
on “How to Go Solo and Open Your Own Law
Practice.” They also discussed pros and cons for
going solo, based on their experience.
• November:
Nelson Brill, Iris Gomez,
and Ilana Greenstein talked about different paths
that students interested in immigration law can
take. Iris Gomez has spent most of her professional life working for legal services or non-profits,
Nelson Brill has been a successful solo practitioner
based in Brookline, and Ilana Greenstein has
worked for a medium-size immigration law firm
since she graduated from law school in 1998.

The Mentorship Happy Hour gatherings are a wonderful way for NLG lawyers and legal workers to
meet and mentor law students, and for students - to
find a mentor or at least get information that might
be useful. Join us on the second Wednesday of
every month.

Urszula Masny-Latos is the Exectuve Director
of the Massachusetts Chapter.
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Reflections on my First NLG Convention

between most-affected communities, to be deeply valuable.
I also enjoyed attending
ike so many of us, I came to
administrative sessions to get a
law school hoping that a
sense
of how the Guild operates
legal education would provide
behind the scenes, and meeting
me with tools to support movestudents from Guild chapters
ments for social change. And
around the country at the
as is true for so many of us
Student Caucus. I learned more
when we embark on this jourabout
the Guild’s history of
ney, the last few months have
movement work from a film
been exciting and deeply chaltribute on Saturday, and I had
lenging as I have been exposed
the opportunity
to both the opportunities
to do some valuoffered by litigation, and the
able
vocabulary
ways in which the law and
building
with
the institution of legal educaother
Guild
tion represent barriers to the
members at an
work that I and many of my
anti-racism trainclassmates came here to do.
ing.
Finally, I got
Since my arrival at
to celebrate one
Northeastern our local NLG
of NUSL’s own,
chapter has provided me
with much-needed communi- (front l.) Margaret Burnham at the NLG Convention Banquet, with Prof. Margaret
Angela Davis (r.), Max Stern (behind), and Jeff Petrucelly (center).
ty, a connection to organizing
Photo by Urszula Masny-Latos Burnham, when
she was honored
and political work, and an
outlet for critical conversations criminal representation to with the Ernie Goodman Award
about the law and my law activist communities. Perhaps at the Saturday night banquet.
Midway through an acamost exciting to me was the
school experience.
Attending the NLG “Law panel on “Labels and Legal demically and ideologically
for the People” convention in Discrimination – Denying challenging first semester in
Pasadena this past month was Basic Rights to People of law school, I found the interan amazing experience for me. Color.” The panel explored generational conversations I
At the convention I connected how the immigration and crim- experienced and participated in
with dozens of lawyers, legal inal justice/mass incarceration at the Guild convention about
workers, and law students systems have constructed and the role of lawyers and legal
whose work inspires me and perpetuated a racial caste sys- workers in social movements to
reminds me of why I decided tem. As someone interested in be moving and re-invigorating.
disparate impact claims under I look forward to working with
to come to law school.
I attended numerous ses- the Fair Housing Act, I found the Guild throughout my law
sions about the amazing move- the dialogue about legally sanc- school and professional career.
ment work and organizing that tioned discrimination, strategic
the Guild and Guild members organizing for institutional Hannah Adams is a first year law
are involved in. Over the change, and intersections student at Northeastern.
by Hannah Adams

L
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course of the weekend I attended a panel on how public
defenders can support organizing against Stop and Frisk policies, a session on Guild attorneys responding to targeting of
Muslim communities and
Palestinian human rights
activists, a panel on the landscape of immigration law post
Arizona, et al v. United States,
and a session on providing
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NLG Massachusetts Chapter Sustainers

In the spring of 2003, the Massachusetts Chapter of the NLG initiated
the Chapter Sustainer Program. Since its inception, the Program has
been very successful and has been enthusiastically joined by the following Guild members:

Adkins, Kelston & Zavez • 2 Anonymous • Michael
Avery • Howard Cooper • Barb Dougan • Robert
Doyle • Melinda Drew & Jeff Feuer • Carolyn
Federoff • Roger Geller & Marjorie Suisman • Lisa
Gordon • Lee Goldstein & Shelley Kroll • Benjie
Hiller • Andrei Joseph & Sharryn Ross • Myong
Joun • Martin Kantrovitz • Nancy Kelly & John
Willshire-Carrera • David Kelston • Eleanor
Newhoff & Mark Stern • Petrucelly, Nadler & Norris
• Hank Phillippi Ryan & Jonathan Shapiro • Allan
Rodgers • Martin Rosenthal • Anne Sills &
Howard Silverman • Judy Somberg • Stern,
Shapiro, Weissberg & Garin
The Sustainer Program is one of the most important Chapter initiatives to
secure its future existence. Please consider joining the Program.

YES, INCLUDE MY NAME AMONG
NLG MASSACHUSETTS CHAPTER
SUSTAINERS!

I, _____________________________________, am
making a commitment to support the Massachusetts
Chapter of the Guild with an annual contribution of:
_____ $500 (not including my membership dues)
$ ________ (other above $500)

As a sustainer I will receive:
• special listing in the Dinner Program;
• 1/8 page ad in the Dinner Program;
• acknowledgement in every issue of Mass Dissent;
• two (2) free raffle tickets for a Holiday Party raffle;
• invitation to special events.

Three ways to become a sustainer:
• contribute $500 or more a year (in addition to dues)
• pair up with another person and pay $250 each, or
• join the “Guild Circle” and pay $50/month minimum.

Please mail to: NLG, Massachusetts Chapter
14 Beacon St., Suite 407, Boston, MA 02108

NLG Student Chapters Reports

Contined from page 8

With each influx of 1Ls into the
Northeastern chapter, new life
has been breathed into the idea
of a more socially progressive
perspective on legal education. In
the last year, the Northeastern
chapter has hosted a session
with critical legal studies founder
and Harvard Law School professor Duncan Kennedy about critical legal studies education. In the
fall, Northeastern's critical legal
studies sessions focused on 1L
course topics to invigorate and
expand the minds of the school's
newest law students.
The chapter is interested in
further expanding critical legal
studies to everyone who enters
NUSL, a goal that the students
are striving for while continuing to
work with other communities and

December 2012

causes.
From
supporting
Northeastern's cafeteria workers
in creating a union to serving as
legal observers at local demonstrations, Northeastern NLG students have continued to demonstrate their interest in helping the
community with the skills they
have gained in law school.

SUFFOLK:
by Alyssa Baldassini
The Suffolk Law Chapter of
the National Lawyers Guild has
been reinstated and has just
received recognition from the
school. With the e-board solidified
the group is now working on budgetary matters and recruitment.
In addition, the Suffolk NLG
Chapter co-sponsored a presentation by JJ Rosenbaum on the
“Importance
of
Leveraging
Litigation Success to Produce

Mass Dissent

Policy Change.” JJ Rosenbaum
is the legal director of the New
Orleans Center for Racial Justice
and the National Guestworker
Alliance. She discussed the success these organizations have
enjoyed through purposeful litigation and political strategies. This
event took place at Suffolk Law
on November 8th.
On November 20th, our NLG
student chapter hosted a social
happy hour where law students
could learn more about the NLG
and find out ways to get involved
with the organization. Other NLG
student chapters in the Boston
area were invited to the event.
Next year, at the beginning of
the Spring semester, we aim to
host at least one Street Law
Clinic training for law students at
our school interested in conducting the clinics.
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" ... an association dedicated to the need for basic change in the structure of our political and economic system. We seek to unite the lawyers, law students, legal workers and jailhouse lawyers of America in an organization which shall function as an
effective political and social force in the service of people, to the end that human
rights shall be regarded as more sacred than property interests."
-Preamble to the Constitution of the National Lawyers Guild

Donate to Support the Guild!

The Massachusetts Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild’s
Mass Defense Committee provides legal representation and assistance
to the Occupy Boston movement.

We need your support.

Please help by donating to the Mass Chapter by mailing this form and a check to
14 Beacon S t. , S ui te 407, Boston, MA 02108) or visiting
www. nl gmass. org/ donate.
I, ________________________ (name), am donating $ _______ to the NLG
Mass Chapter to help support the Mass Defense Committee and their work,

Please Join Us!

Fill out and send to:
National Lawyers Guild, Massachusetts Chapter
14 Beacon St., Suite 407, Boston, MA 02108

NAME: ___________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________

PHONE: (w)____________________________ (h)________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________________________

FAX: _____________________________________________________
Circle one:

Lawyer

Legal Worker

Law Student

Jailhouse Lawyer

Alumna/Alumnus of ___________________________ Year _________

Dues (from schedule): ________________________________________
I am interested in working on the following projects:
_____ Lawyer Referral Service
_____ Street Law Clinic
_____ Mass Defense Committee
_____ Litigation Committee
_____ Mass Dissent (monthly publication)
_____ National Immigration Project

Dues are calculated on a calendar year basis
(Jan.1-Dec.31) according to your income*:

Jailhouse Lawyers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Law Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
up to $15,000. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $15,000 to $20,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $20,000 to $25,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $25,000 to $30,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $30,000 to $40,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $40,000 to $50,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $50,000 to $60,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $60,000 to $70,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $70,000 to $80,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $80,000 to $90,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
over $100,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Free
$25
$40
$50
$75
$100
$150
$200
$250
$300
$350
$400
$500

* Any new member who joins after September 1 will be carried over to the following year. Dues may be paid in full or
in quarterly installments. Dues of $80 cover the basic membership costs, which include publication and mailing of
Mass Dissent (the Chapter's monthly newsletter), national
and regional dues, and the office and staff.

