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Good afternoon. My name is Mark Stern. I am testifying today in favor of S.2134/H.3351 on
behalf of the Massachusetts chapter of the National Lawyers Guild.

The National Lawyer Guild was founded in the 1930s as the first racially integrated bar
association in the United States. Now the largest progressive bar association in the country, the
Guild’s mission is to safeguard the civil rights and liberties of all marginalized communities. The
Massachusetts chapter has proudly supported our Muslim neighbors throughout Massachusetts by
way of litigation over unjustified surveillance and “know your rights” programs.

We support the creation of a Muslim Commission because its goals of social, economic, and
religious justice align with the Guild’s priorities.

On a personal note, I would add that I am an attorney in private practice, working primarily in the
areas of discrimination and employment law. In recent years, I have received an increasing
number of calls from Muslims who have suffered discrimination and/or retaliation at work, in their
schools, and where they live. I believe that other lawyers in my field have seen the same uptick in
discrimination. The need for monitoring discrimination against the Muslim community is great.

In closing, the Massachusetts chapter of the National Lawyers Guild strongly supports the bill to
create a Muslim Commission.

Thank you.

"... to the ends that human rights shall be regarded as more sacred than

property interests."
- Preamble to the Constitution of the National Lawyers Guild, 1937



